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RESOLUTION TEMPLATE 
____________________ School District for the 

“All In for FAFSA/CA Dream Act” 
Completion Requirement 

 
WHEREAS, The ______________________ School District is committed to ensuring that all 
students graduate college- and are career-ready; 
 
WHEREAS, Affordability is a primary barrier to college entry, particularly for low-income 
students, and completing the Free Application for Federal Student Assistance (FAFSA) 
or, if a student is undocumented, the California Dream Act Application (CADAA) opens 
opportunities for financial support to overcome this hurdle; 
 
WHEREAS, Financial aid application completion is a strong predictor of college 
enrollment and persistence, particularly among low-income students. The National 
College Attainment Network (NCAN) states that 84 percent of high school seniors who 
complete the FAFSA attend college directly from high school, compared to 53 percent of 
those that do not. NCAN also reports that 3.75 billion dollars in Pell Grants went 
unclaimed for High School Class of 2021. For students in the lowest socioeconomic 
quintile, FAFSA completion is associated with a 127% increase in immediate college 
enrollment;  
 
WHEREAS, California Education Code Section 51225.7 was signed into law, which, 
beginning in 2022-2023, will require school districts to ensure that high school seniors 
submit a FAFSA or CADAA or an opt-out form; 
 
WHEREAS, Recognizing this challenge, the ____________________ School District has 
successfully partnered with ______________________  to enhance its existing and 
expanding FAFSA and CADAA supports and campaigns to support the completion of 
student applications; and 
 
WHEREAS, Research shows that requiring a post-graduation plan for high school 
seniors improves post-graduation outcomes, including increased FAFSA and CADAA 
completion rates; now, therefore be it, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Board of the 
________________________ School District: 
 
Directs the Superintendent to develop and present a FAFSA and CADAA Completion 
Plan within _____________________ to ensure that starting in the 2022-2023 academic year, 
in compliance with California Education Code Section 51225.7, all high school seniors will 
submit a FAFSA or CADAA application, or complete an opt-out form signed by their 
parent or guardian:  
 
SECTION 1. Recommend strategies and investments, such as: providing additional 
professional development and planning time for counselors and educators who support 
students with financial aid applications and post-secondary planning, strategies to 
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leverage each school site Post-Secondary Leadership Team to support approaches to 
increase FAFSA and CADAA completion efforts, increase post-secondary planning staff 
to include counselors, engaging and supporting families in the financial aid and college 
application process, differentiating supports for high-need schools and students who 
have been impacted the most, utilizing existing and novel methods and utilities; 
 
SECTION 2. Recommend ways how the district will provide differentiated supports for 
students eligible for CADAA, including, but not limited to: collaborating with partner 
organizations such as ______________________ and theDream.US website to enhance staff 
capacity and develop resources for staff, students, and families that meet the unique 
needs of eligible students; 
 
SECTION 3. Recommend that in order to help students enter the college and career of 
their choice, the Division of Instruction, in collaboration with the Office of the 
Superintendent, shall assess and improve attaining a student’s post-secondary planning 
goals and provide regular updates to the Board which include the following areas as part 
of the progress monitoring efforts of the adopted Board goals; 
 
SECTION 4. Recommend ways to identify gaps in capacity to meaningfully engage 
families and students as part of the continuing conversation about college and career 
readiness, starting as early as Early Transitional Kindergarten and through twelfth grade, 
and recommendations to address those gaps, which may include more regular and 
responsive tools for staff, students, and families to help monitor student achievement, as 
well as partnering with community-based organizations including but not limited to 
college-going and faith-based organizations; 
 
SECTION 5. That the ______________________ School District shall review and analyze data 
collected from post-graduation plans and any accompanying feedback from students 
and staff to inform the allocation of programs, pathways, partnerships, and supports for 
students at both the individual school site, community of schools, and district level; 
 
SECTION 6. That for the 2022-2023 school year, the ______________________ School District 
shall launch a Financial Aid For All Campaign to raise awareness of the opportunity to 
enroll starting October 1st and with the priority deadline of March 2nd, about the 
importance of college access and financial aid, and to educate students on the net cost 
of college, such as the cost difference between attending a 4-year and 2-year schools 
often is negligible once financial aid is included. With the goal that by the 2022-2023 
school year, increase financial aid application completion to at least ______________ 
percent while striving for ___________ percent; and, be it finally; 
 
SECTION 7. That the ________________________ School District shall track completion rates 
for FAFSA and CADAA; share the results, disaggregated by student groups and by a 
school, to the extent allowable by law; and provide updates to the Board as part of the 
Board Goals progress monitoring efforts. 
 
SECTION 8. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its approval.  
 
DATE OF ADOPTION:  


