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The 
Education 

Coalition 
Working together to support and 
improve California’s public schools 

    February 3, 2021 
 

Memorandum 

 

TO: CA State Policymakers 

 

FM: The Education Coalition 
 

 
RE:  Governor’s Early Action Proposal 

 

 

The Education Coalition is comprised of the nine statewide K-12 

education associations to provide consensus positions protecting 

the integrity of Proposition 98 and funding in the budget for K-12 

public education.  

 

The nine statewide organizations include: 

 

• Association of California School Administrators [ACSA] 

• California Association of School Business Officials [CASBO] 

• California County Superintendents Educational Services 

Association [CCSESA] 

• California Federation of Teachers [CFT] 

• California School Boards Association [CSBA] 

• California School Employees Association [CSEA] 

• California State Parent Teachers Association [PTA] 

• California Teachers Association [CTA] 

• Service Employees International Union [SEIU] 

  

Each year, the Education Coalition issues budget position papers 

and meets with legislative members of the budget and policy 

committees to share our consensus position on the major budget 

proposals in education in the state budget.  

 

Attached is the Education Coalition’s response to the Governor’s 

Early Action Proposal. For further information contact Dale Shimasaki, 

the Consultant to the Education Coalition at 916-441-3909. 
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Comments on “Safe Schools for All” Plan 

 

We appreciate the Governor's proposals for early action to reopen schools safely amid 

the COVID-19 pandemic.  With sufficient funding and the safety of students and staff in 

mind, we offer the following comments and concerns.  

 

Early Action: In Person Instruction Grants 

The Governor’s budget proposes $2 billion in one-time Proposition 98 funds to incentivize 

schools to reopen for in-person instruction for specified student groups and grade levels.  

We appreciate the Governor’s proposed increased investment to help schools reopen 

for in-person instruction. However, we have concerns with using Proposition 98 funding 

for healthcare related costs. We believe non-Proposition 98 funds should be used for 

testing, vaccines, tracing, and other COVID-related health costs to support in-person 

reopening of schools. The Education Coalition supports identifying non-Proposition 98 

funds for these non-instructional health costs. For every Proposition 98 dollar spent on non-

instructional costs, it is one less dollar to educate our children.  

 

Additionally, the Education Coalition raises the following questions/concerns related to 

the In-Person Instruction Grants: 

• Timeline. The timeline included in the proposal is unrealistic. Schools need enough 

time to plan and implement. 

• Testing/Tracing. Does the state have capacity for the testing and tracing of 

students and staff required to reopen safely? 

• Vaccines. The Education Coalition urges the Governor and legislature to prioritize 

school employees for vaccinations especially for school employees already 

working in-person.  

• Equity. The COVID-19 pandemic has had a disproportionate impact on low-

income communities and communities of color. The incentive grant structure of 

the In-Person Instruction Grant exacerbates these inequities. In contrast to these 

communities, with high COVID prevalence, the communities best positioned to 

access these additional resources are those that have successfully reopened their 

schools.  

• Funding. All students should generate the same base grant with an LCFF 

adjustment that recognizes the impacts on our disadvantaged students, providing 

the funds to support the cost of reopening schools, social emotional support for 

students and staff, and necessary services to meet students’ and families’ needs. 

 

Early Action: Expanded Learning Time and Academic Intervention Grants 

The Governor’s Budget proposes $4.6 billion in one-time Proposition 98 funds for early 

action by the Legislature to provide additional academic and other supports for students 

impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Suggested uses of the funds include extended 

school year, summer school, additional instructional staff, and community learning hubs.  

 

The Education Coalition recognizes that these funds are needed to support struggling 

students. Local educational agencies (LEAs) should have the ability to use funds to 

instruct and support students to meet the unique needs of schools and families. We 

appreciate this being proposed for early action, so schools will have time to plan. We 

support the Governor’s proposed allocation methodology, targeting needy student 
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groups largely through the Local Control Funding Formula. However, the Education 

Coalition would raise the following issues: 

 

• As noted by the Legislative Analyst’s Office, the effects of the pandemic on 

student learning and well-being are not likely to subside after one year. To recover 

from the adverse impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, it is going to require 

sustained funding and the commitment of additional instructional resources, 

additional learning time and additional staff to provide individualized support for 

students with significant learning loss and those with special needs. 

 

• Extended Learning time, including extending the school year, summer school, 

before and after school support, and community learning hubs, is essential to 

supporting students to reach grade level expectations. Districts should have the 

flexibility to choose which extended learning options are best for its community. 


