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CALL TO ORDER 
 

President Debra Duardo (Los Angeles) called the meeting to order at 9:00 
AM.  

Student Performances President Debra Duardo (Los Angeles) provided opening remarks and 
presented a video featuring students Leilani Patao, Sam Karpinkski, Liana 
Bartolome and Randy Damas from the Los Angeles County High School of the 
Arts with their rendition of Louder Than Words. You may find the video linked 
here. 
 

Approval of Consent Agenda Barbara Nemko (Nemko) motioned to approve the consent agenda. Jim 
Yovino (Fresno) seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.  This 
included approval of:   

• Adoption of the Agenda; 

• Approval of the January 25, 2022 Meeting Minutes 

CCSESA Business • Mary Sakuma (Butte) motioned to approve the proposed 
membership dues framework. Tim Hire (Tulare) seconded, and the 
motion passed unanimously.  
 

• The Membership elected Lisette Estrella-Henderson (Solano) as 
CCSESA Treasurer for 2022-24.  Lisette’s term began upon election. 
 
 

• Gayle Garbolino-Mojica (Placer), Karen Stapf-Walters and Derick 
Lennox presented information on and opened for discussion the 
recommendation for CCSESA to form a 501(c)(6) political action. The 
regions were asked to discuss the proposal at their regional meetings. 
 

Equity: Each & Every Child 
Focus 

As part of the CCSESA Equity Initiative, Ebonee Weathers, District Advisor, 
Equity Department, San Diego County Office of Education, conducted an 
interactive discussion of LGBTQIA+ education and advocacy and how to 
support LGBTQIA+ youth and families. You may view Ebonee’s presentation 
here and collaborative Jamboard here 

Equity: Each & Every Child 
Focus (cont.) 

The Membership participated in breakout sessions of their choice.  
 

 Student Mental Health and Wellness- Dave Gordon (Sacramento) 
and Amanda Dickey led a discussion between county 
superintendents who are participating in the Student Behavioral 
Health Incentive Program (SBHIP). Superintendents will have an 

https://vimeo.com/645341015
https://vimeo.com/645341015
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-RSsGbFNr7D9ylKoaxHG94hPap5cmydE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-RSsGbFNr7D9ylKoaxHG94hPap5cmydE/view
https://jamboard.google.com/d/14VNVWpmGQrhLXm1FYQBd-Yfthxk6R9QL6mTuVOCi3zM/viewer?f=1
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opportunity to ask colleagues questions and share how they are 
implementing the assessment, when they plan to implement 
interventions, and allocation of funding to the COE. You may view the 
notes here. 

 
 Preventing and Addressing Chronic Absenteeism through 

Outreach and Engagement - President Debra Duardo, Los Angeles 
County Superintendent of Schools; Alicia Garoupa, Chief of Wellbeing 
and Support Services; Melissa Schoonmaker, Project Director III, and 
Marian Chiara, Coordinator II, Child Welfare and Attendance Unit 
discussed strategies to prevent and address chronic absenteeism in 
the post-pandemic educational landscape. You may find their notes 
here. 

 
 Special Education: Increasing Inclusive Practices - Scott 

Kuykendall, Stanislaus Superintendent of Schools; Sarah Grantano, 
Assistant Superintendent Special Education and Health Services; Erin 
Cross, Director II of School and District Support shared Stanislaus’ 
journey to deepen collaboration with districts to increase inclusion 
practices and build capacity to meet the needs of all students. You may 
find their notes here. 

Legislative Action and 
Engagement 

 Derick Lennox and Lindsay Tornatore provided an update on 
CCSESA’s budget request around the Statewide System of Support and 
Differentiated Assistance. They also shared new and revised resources 
to aid in members’ discussions with their legislators including a revised 
fact sheet, background information on the System of Support and our 
funding request, improvement journey visual, fiscal breakdown and 
pitch deck. 
 

 Mary Ann Dewan (Santa Clara) and Stacey Adler (Mono), co-chairs of 
the CCSESA Special Education Advisory Group provided an update on 
their recent meetings, highlighting the work that COEs are already 
doing to improve inclusion practices and policies that CCSESA should 
and should not support to promote and support students with 
disabilities. You may view their update here. 

 
 

Steering Committee Chairs 
and Incoming Chairs 

President Debra Duardo hosted a conversation with the steering committee 
chairs, Eric Calderon (Riverside), TSC Chair, Shannon Hansen (San Benito), 
BASC Chair, Jennie Snyder (Sonoma), CISC Chair, Susan Connolly (Placer), 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19AwUGIQO_zSsxDAqc_ksJWJx4Somdu-SMXkay9jKFvU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1259rURW7ks6Tm7UxEKZjEEiB4AmBOab2e2VRScsL6i4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1259rURW7ks6Tm7UxEKZjEEiB4AmBOab2e2VRScsL6i4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/108zo_ffZBbkbjsO-90aenik2HpQutkWfJX4q6QckUMk/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/119r-YV47JbvVMAqJJKRXOafZtw0PBFUG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/119r-YV47JbvVMAqJJKRXOafZtw0PBFUG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/119r-YV47JbvVMAqJJKRXOafZtw0PBFUG/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qsJwVNMPulaRb9i8qQLk8hgkqq0IX-yH/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116120240775296121246&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://ccsesa.org/?wpfb_dl=8071
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SPSSC Chair, and John Laughlin (Sonoma), PASSCo Chair. The Chairs 
highlighted their goals for the year, including the alignment of Steering 
Committee policies and goals to the CCSESA strategic plan and the 
strengthening of support for COEs in their respective fields. 

CCSESA Updates 
 President-elect Gayle Garbolino-Mojica (Placer), Ceci Massetti 

(Madera) and Karen Stapf-Walters provided an update on the 
implementation of the strategic plan, including a recap of the Strategy 
Committee’s in person meeting on April 6th to refine the sub goals and 
recommended actions and the project to develop a new County 
Superintendent Academy with robust training and materials for all 
superintendents.  

 Sarah Anderberg gave an update on the CCSESA Statewide Arts 
Initiative as they celebrate Arts, Culture and Creativity Month with new 
creativity and leadership resources. You may find the full update with 
links to the resources here. 

 
Adjourn President Debra Duardo (Los Angeles) adjourned the meeting at 1:00 PM 

 
 

https://ccsesa.org/?wpfb_dl=8074
https://ccsesa.org/?wpfb_dl=8074

