March 17, 2022

Governor Gavin Newsom Senator Toni Atkins

Governor's Office President pro Tempore
State Capitol, First Floor California State Senate
Sacramento, CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814

Assembly Member Anthony Rendon
Speaker of the Assembly

California State Assembly
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: COVID Attendance Relief for 2021-22

Due to the ongoing and evolving impacts of the pandemic, local
educational agencies (LEA) are experiencing significantly lower
aftendance rates in the current year. In the fall the Delta variant hit
California schools resulting in a statewide average daily attendance
(ADA) decline of approximately 9 percent according to the
California Department of Education (CDE). As we await final data
from January, we have every reason to expect even more severe
declines in ADA due to the Omicron variant.

Last summer when independent study was established as the
default program for short-term instruction due to COVID quarantines
and absences, the public outlook was hopeful, and it appeared the
availability of vaccines would allow us to return to normal. No one
anticipated the sheer volume of students, teachers, and staff that
would be quarantined or sick with more infectious variants of COVID
over the last year. Families have struggled to juggle work and
childcare while sick with COVID or during quarantines and have
often not been able to ensure their children participate in
independent study.

In recognition that the 2021-2022 school year has been extra
ordinary, we respectfully request one-time COVID attendance relief
to mitigate the fiscal instability that has been created by the highly
infectious variants. Specifically, we request the greater of the
attendance percentage a district generated in the 2019-2020
school year, or current year be used in calculating apportionment.
Unlike the previous hold harmless policy, we suggest using current
enrollment numbers to reflect declines or increases LEAs have
experienced.

This proposal is administratively streamlined for both LEAs and the
state by using known audited data from 2019-20 to ensure
accuracy. Further, we believe it is imperative to the success of the
Governor's three-year rolling average proposal to mitigate
declining enroliment. One bad year of COVID variant induced ADA
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declines will skew the entire three-year average producing

unintended consequences.

Combined the two proposals will ensure schools have the fiscal
stability they need to focus on student needs.

Sincerely,

Megan Baier
Legislative Advocate

Association of California School
Administrators
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Enrique Ruacho, Ed.D.
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Director, Legislative Affairs &
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Sen. Nancy Skinner, Chair, Senate Budget Committee

Sen. Jim Nielsen, Vice Chair, Senate Budget Committee
Sen. John Laird, Chair, Senate Budget Subcommittee 1,
Education Members, Senate Budget Subcommittee 1,
Education

Sen. Connie Leyva, Chair, Senate Education Committee
Sen. Rosilicie Ochoa Bogh, Vice Chair, Senate Education
Committee

Asm. Philip Y. Ting, Chair, Assembly Budget Committee

Asm. Vince Fong, Vice Chair, Assembly Budget Committee
Asm. Kevin McCarty, Chair, Assembly Budget Subcommittee 2,
Education Members, Assembly Budget Subcommittee 2,
Education

Asm. Patrick O'Donnell, Chair, Assembly Education Committee
Asm. Megan Dahle, Vice Chair, Assembly Education
Committee

Andrew Medina, Policy Consultant, Office of the Senate pro
Tempore

Yong Salas, Consultant, Senate Budget Subcommittee 1,
Education

Misty Feusahrens, Policy Consultant, Office of the Speaker of
the Assembly

Erin Gabel, Consultant, Assembly Budget Subcommittee 2,
Education

Chris Ferguson, Education Program Budget Manager,
Department of Finance
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