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Keeping Kids Safe
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California did not experience a sustained rise in pediatric cases 
during the Delta surge despite schools reopening…

California 

CDC
11/22/21

Reference: 
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#demographicsovertime
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…unlike the United States (and the South in particular), 
which high pediatric case spikes as schools opened

United States

CDC
11/22/21

Reference: 
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#demographicsovertime
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Pediatric hospitalizations in California remained lower 
compared to many other states

CDPH
11/2021

Reference: 
CDPH Internal Analysis using CDC data
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"In Dallas, we have zero ICU beds left for 
children," Clay Jenkins, Dallas County 
judge, said during an Aug. 13 news 
conference. "That means if your child's in 
a car wreck, if your child has a congenital 
heart defect or something and needs an 
ICU bed, or more likely if they have 
COVID-19 and need an ICU bed, we don't 
have one. Your child will wait for another 
child to die."

Mr. Jenkins added that the 19 counties 
surrounding Dallas were also out of 
pediatric ICU beds, and that young 
patients needing care would likely be 
transferred outside the state.”

- Beckers Hospital Review (8/16/21)

Aug 10, 2021

Aug 16, 2021

Sept 14, 2021

8 SAFE SCHOOLS FOR ALL

Pediatrics hospitals & ICUs were overwhelmed this summer in Texas

References:
https://dfw.cbslocal.com/2021/08/10/pediatric-icu-beds-occupied-dfw-hospital-
council/
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/patient-flow/number-of-us-children-
hospitalized-with-covid-19-hits-record-dallas-out-of-pediatric-icu-beds.html
https://www.nbcdfw.com/news/coronavirus/pediatric-hospital-beds-icus-full-in-
tarrant-county-health-director-says/2741699/
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• During the latest reporting periods,
compared to fully vaccinated people, 
unvaccinated Californians were…

• 6.9 times more likely to get COVID-19 
• 11.9 times more likely to be hospitalized
• 16.5 times more likely to die

• Nationwide, CDC researchers observed that 
hospitalizations among unvaccinated 
adolescents were 10 times higher than fully 
vaccinated
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covid19.ca.gov
11/20/21

Vaccinations remain potent and protective

References:
covid19.ca.gov
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7036e2.htm
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Keeping Kids in School
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Burbio
11/22/21

CA has just 27 of the 8,061 COVID-related school closures nationwide,
(or <0.5% despite educating 12% of the nation’s students)

Reference: 
https://cai.burbio.com/school-opening-tracker/
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California School Policies – and Huge Work from All –
Have Made a Difference 

State funded and organized:
Personal Protective Equipment

Testing & tracing
Vaccine clinics

+
State Policies:

Universal Masking Indoors
Modified Quarantine

Vaccinated Educators
Vaccinated Students
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Research studies from the 2021-2022 school year corroborate 
California’s experience: Mask policies are effective

← Increases in pediatric COVID-19 case rates 
during the start of the 2021–22 school year were 
smaller in U.S. counties with school mask 
requirements than in those without school mask 
requirements.

References:
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7039e3.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7039e1.htm

13



14 SAFE SCHOOLS FOR ALL

We know it 
hasn’t been 

easy…
… thank you!
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2. The Future of 
Mitigation in Schools
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Short-term efforts have focused on supporting school operations 
and promoting high yield mitigation strategies
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Long Term Outlook:
When we reach the next phase in pandemic response, 

mitigation against COVID-19 in schools will look different…
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COVID-19 Vaccine Becomes a “Typical” Vaccine, 
Like Any Other
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HVAC System Upgrades Protect Children Against COVID, Other 
Airborne Infections, Wildfire Smoke, And Air Pollution
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Contact Tracing Becomes Infrequent and 
No Longer a Primary Job of Schools 
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When Needed, Testing Occurs Largely 
in Clinics and at Home
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Masking is No Longer “Daily Wear” in Schools but 
Optional For Times with Symptoms or in Risky Venues 
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Teachers focus on teaching
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Timing 
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“…California is reaffirming its 
current approach to COVID-19 
prevention and containment in 
schools and will continue to 
maintain the universal indoor 
mask mandate in K-12 schools 
and will continue to monitor 
conditions through the winter.”

Maintaining the Course through Winter
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Respiratory Viral Transmission is Greater in Dry, Cold Conditions

NYT
11/20/21

Reference:
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/us/covid-cases.html
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Californians Gather More Frequently in the Winter

covid19.ca.gov
11/20/21

Reference: 
https://covid19.ca.gov/state-dashboard/
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Californians Travel More in the Winter,
and Worldwide Vaccination Coverage is Poor

Share of Population Receiving One 
Dose of any COVID-19 Vaccine

“Hot Spots” : Average daily cases per 
100,000 people in the past week

NYT 11/20/21

Reference: 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/world/covid-cases.html
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Current hospitalization & ICU numbers are higher than last year

covid19.ca.gov
11/20/21

Reference: 
https://covid19.ca.gov/state-dashboard/
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Tipping Point

Winter ‘20-’21 Winter ‘21-’22

?

Non-COVID

COVID
COVID
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This Winter, There is Less Margin for Error

Non-COVID

Society is open, and 
there is a higher 
burden of non-COVID 
illnesses in hospitals.
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Vaccinations in younger children are just getting started

covid19.ca.gov
11/20/21

Reference: 
https://covid19.ca.gov/vaccination-progress-data/
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3. Conclusions
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Moving in the Right Direction, with Caution

Ventilation
Vaccination

Isolation & Quarantine,
Masking, Testing

Physical Distancing
Closing Society
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• Support Ongoing Use of Masking Indoors
• Encourage and Support Vaccination, 

including school-located efforts
• Take advantage of opportunities to upgrade 

infrastructure and improve indoor air quality
• Educate Students and Families about How to 

Travel Safely, including the importance of 
masking, testing and being aware of 
symptoms

• Plan for testing and tracing upon return to 
school

• Paint a Vision for the Future
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Actions We Can Take
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