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GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL STRATEGIES 
CONSULTING AGREEMENT 

 THIS AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is made this November 18, 2020, between 
Government Financial Strategies inc., a financial advisory firm (“Government Financial 
Strategies”) and the California County Superintendents Educational Services Association 
(“Client” or “CCSESA”) who agree as follows: 

1. Scope of Work. Government Financial Strategies shall perform the services described in the 
scope(s) of work attached hereto as Exhibit A (the “Work”). Modifications, deletions and 
additions to the Work described in Exhibit A may be made, from time to time, upon the 
subsequent written agreement by both parties. 

2. Payment.  

a. In consideration for the Work to be provided by Government Financial Strategies under this 
Agreement, Client agrees to pay fees and expenses as set forth in Exhibit A.  

b. For Work performed on a time and materials basis, Government Financial Strategies shall 
submit invoices to the Client on a monthly basis. For Work performed for a fixed fee, 
Government Financial Strategies shall submit invoices to the Client upon the completion of 
the Work or as otherwise identified in Exhibit A. 

Term. 

c. This Agreement shall terminate upon the later of the completion of the Work or June 30, 
2025, unless earlier terminated as provided in subsection (b). 

d. This Agreement may be terminated by either party upon thirty (30) days advance written 
notice to the other party.  

e. Upon termination of this Agreement by either party, Client shall compensate Government 
Financial Strategies for all Work performed prior to termination. If the compensation 
identified in Exhibit A was on a time and materials basis, such compensation shall be based 
on time and materials incurred prior to termination. If the compensation identified in 
Exhibit A was on a fixed fee basis, such compensation shall be the greater of: 1) the 
percentage of services completed through the termination date multiplied by the fixed fee, 
or 2) the amount based on a time and materials basis, not to exceed the fixed fee. 
“Payment,” “Ownership of Documents,” “Indemnification,” “Severability,” “Governing Law 
and Venue,” and “Entire Agreement” shall survive the termination of this Agreement.  
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3. Professional Ability and Loyalty.  Government Financial Strategies represents that it 
possesses the skill to competently perform the Work, and that it shall perform that Work in a 
manner equal to or exceeding generally accepted professional practices and standards for firms 
performing similar work. 

4. Ownership of Documents.  Every report, study, memo, letter, spreadsheet, worksheet, plan, 
graph, diagram, map, photograph, computer model, computer software and other document or 
item prepared by Government Financial Strategies under this Agreement and provided to and 
paid for by the Client (the “Work Product”) shall be the property of Client, and Client shall have 
the right to use, reuse, reproduce, publish, display, broadcast and distribute the Work Product 
and to prepare derivative and additional documents or works based on the Work Product 
without further compensation to Government Financial Strategies. Government Financial 
Strategies may retain a copy of any Work Product and use, reproduce, publish, display, 
broadcast and distribute any Work Product and prepare derivative and additional documents or 
works based on any Work Product; provided, however, that Government Financial Strategies 
shall not provide any Work Product not previously made available to the public to any third party 
without Client’s prior approval, unless compelled to do so by legal process. If Client reuses or 
modifies any Work Product for a use or purpose other than that intended by the Work under this 
Agreement, then Client shall hold Government Financial Strategies harmless against all claims, 
damages, losses and expenses arising from such reuse or modification. 

5. Indemnification. Each party shall indemnify, defend, protect, and hold harmless the other 
party, including the other party’s officers, employees, volunteers and agents, from and against 
any and all liability, losses, claims, damages, expenses, demands, and costs (including, but not 
limited to, attorney’s fees) directly arising from its negligent act or omission, willful misconduct 
or violation of law. 

6. Insurance. 

a. Government Financial Strategies, at its sole cost and expense, shall procure and maintain 
for the duration of this Agreement workers compensation insurance in the amount required 
by statute, comprehensive general liability insurance with coverage of at least one million 
dollars ($1,000,000) per occurrence and aggregate and professional errors and omissions 
insurance with coverage of at least one million dollars ($1,000,000) per occurrence and 
aggregate. 

b. Upon request, Government Financial Strategies shall provide to Client the evidence of such 
insurance. 

7. Independent Contractor.  Government Financial Strategies shall be an independent 
contractor in performing the Work and shall not act as an agent or employee of Client. The 
employees of Government Financial Strategies and its subcontractors are not employees of 
Client within the meaning or application of any federal or state unemployment insurance laws, 
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social security law or any worker's compensation, industrial accident law or other industrial or 
labor law. 

8. Non-Discrimination.  Government Financial Strategies will not discriminate in any way against 
any person on the basis of race, color, religious creed, national origin, ancestry, sex, sexual 
orientation, age, physical handicap, medical condition or marital status in connection with, or 
related to, the performance of this Agreement.  

9. Successors and Assigns.  This Agreement shall bind and inure to the benefit of the successors 
and assigns of the parties; however, Government Financial Strategies shall not assign its rights 
and obligations under this Agreement without the prior written consent of Client, which consent 
shall not be unreasonably withheld. Notwithstanding the foregoing, Government Financial 
Strategies may subcontract a portion of the Work to its wholly-owned subsidiary, GFS Australia 
Pty. Ltd, and its sole employee, Jonathan Edwards. 

10. No Waiver of Rights.  Any waiver at any time by either party of its rights as to a breach or 
default of this Agreement shall not be deemed to be a waiver as to any other breach or default.  

11. Severability.  If any provision of this Agreement is held to be illegal, invalid or unenforceable, 
the legality, validity, and enforceability of the remaining provisions of this Agreement shall not in 
any way be affected or impaired. 

12. Governing Law and Venue.  This Agreement will be governed by and construed in 
accordance with the laws of the State of California. The county and federal district court where 
the Client’s main office is located shall be venue for any state and federal court litigation 
concerning the enforcement or construction of this Agreement. 

13. Notice.  All notices that are required or permitted to be given under this Agreement shall be 
in writing and sent by either personal delivery, nationally recognized overnight courier service or 
prepaid, first class United States postal mail. Notices shall be sent to the addresses listed below, 
or to such other address as either party may specify in writing: 

 Government Financial Strategies:   CCSESA: 

 Government Financial Strategies   CCSESA 
 Attn: Lori Raineri     Attn: Karen Stapf-Walters 
 President      Executive Director 
 1228 N Street, Suite 13    1121 L Street, Suite 510 
 Sacramento, CA 95814-5609   Sacramento, CA 95814 

14. Entire Agreement.  This Agreement represents the sole, final, complete, exclusive and 
integrated expression and statement of the terms between the parties concerning the Work, and 
supersedes all prior oral and/or written negotiations, representations or contracts. This 
Agreement may be amended only by written agreement by both parties. Government Financial 
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Strategies agrees to promptly amend or supplement this Agreement to reflect any material 
changes or additions to this Agreement. 

IN WITNESS HEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be signed by their duly 
authorized representatives. 

Government Financial Strategies inc. CCSESA 

By:  By:  

Lori Raineri        Karen Stapf-Walters 
President        Executive Director 
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EXHIBIT A 

SCOPE(S) OF WORK 

[To be attached.] 


