Dr. Bardach Meeting Notes
Friday, February 12, 2021
· To make a request, you must go to the Safe Schools for All Hub and select the option to send a request for School Administrators. 
· Dr. Bardach went through the steps of submitting a letter of intent to begin the school safety process. The detailed instructions and scenarios for submitting the letter of intent can be found by clicking here.  
· If submitting a letter of intent with shorter physical distancing, letters must be submitted by February 18th at 5pm. There are currently no deadlines for other eligibility scenarios. 
· The direct link to the letter of intent can be found here, and is an editable PDF form. 
· After the letter is submitted to K12SafetyReview@cdph.ca.gov , a safety review request form will be emailed back, and there is a deadline of 10 days to submit the request form. 
· After the safety review request is submitted, there is 7 days for a response/answer.
· Dr. Bardach has provided the safety review request form that can be used for reference purposes by county superintendents.   

· Is there consideration if our county is still in purple, or do we need to wait to be in red to be approved? 
· The safety review request, is only for two specific situations: phased in reopening plan that started in the red, but didn’t offer a full grade (if you offered a full grade you don’t need to complete safety review request, they can keep doing phased in reopening even if they shut down and if they now feel like case rates have gone down and talked to county public health, for our guidance they are considered open and you don’t need to go through another review process). 
· Being in purple isn’t an automatic reason to not be approved. 

· How do we get around CalOSHA guidelines of 6 feet physical distancing? 
· The CalOSHA regulations for adult to adult is 6 feet—this form is from student-to-student distance, if you can’t do 6 feet physical distancing, then you can do 4 feet physical distancing, student to adult physical distancing must be 6 feet. 

·  With what criteria will the letter of intent be denied? 
· There will not be denied letters of intent, if a letter of intent is submitted, a safety review request form will be sent to the sender. 

· Districts that have been open since Labor Day are considering closing due to the requirements in the Safety Review Process. They are wondering who to have parents/families/staff/board members contact at CDPH to express their concerns? There is confusion about who has to sign off on the documents - can you clarify? What if county programs essentially can maintain 6 ft but certain behavior responses and services require the breaking of the 6ft bubble?
· If they are doing less than 4 feet physical distancing, they need to go through the safety review process. 

· Hypothetically, if a district that is already open says they don’t want to go through the safety review process, what happens (what is the accountability for not doing it)? 
· When we hear about it, we do a fact finding meeting first, then a letter from CDPH and then a visit from CalOSHA. 

· Can you provide clarification on the status change from purple to red because of other orange areas when a county still does not meet the case rate metric?  Are schools to apply the tier restriction or case rate metric?
· These two scenarios are for schools that are already open. Someone will get back to you on the county tiers question.
 
· Can you develop a visual flow chart that clearly identifies what schools need to submit? 
· It is easier for folks to ask us questions through the TA portal, and if you are worried about the timing then talk to us—the upcoming deadline is the LOI next Wednesday. 

· Will our local Public Health Officers be involved in this process? 
· The form includes sign off from local public health officers, they know what’s happening locally, and have strong data. 

· Districts that have been open since the Fall and are using 6 feel physical distancing plans and that have stayed open— do they need to submit a letter of intent? 
· Based on the physical distancing, they do not need to submit a letter of intent. 
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