San Benito County Office of Education

Krystal Lomanto, County Superintendent of Schools

460 Fifth Street | Hollister, California 95023 | 831. 637.5393 | FAX 831. 637.0140

Date: March 13, 2020
To: Families of San Benito County
Re: All San Benito County School Closure March 16 - 20, 2020

Dear Families of San Benito County,

The safety and wellness of students, families, and school personnel are the highest priorities
of all San Benito County schools and districts. This morning, we received notification of one
confirmed case of COVID-19 in San Benito County. In advance of more COVID-19 cases that
are anticipated to follow, School District Superintendents and the San Benito County Office of
Education have decided in concurrence with the San Benito County Health Services Agency
to “dismiss” students from attending school Monday, March 16 through Friday, March 20,
2020. A dismissal indicates teachers and staff will still report for duty on campus, while all
students will not be on campus, for any purpose. This dismissal includes schools in San Benito
County for the week of March 16-20. We will continue to assess the situation to determine
whether an extension of school closures beyond March 20th will be necessary. Families will
be notified no later than Wednesday, March 18 at 5pm with the latest information. San Benito
County Public Health Officer, Dr. Martin Fenstersheib, reported that while the number of cases
in our county remains small at this time, the San Benito County Public Health Division expects
those numbers to grow significantly in the coming days and weeks which may require a
continued response.

The school dismissal will provide our school staff the opportunity to prepare materials and
resources should additional closures be deemed necessary. Districts will send information to
their families about vital services and resources our schools offer to our community, including,
but not limited to, free and reduced meal programs. Schools will be contacting families
promptly about services available to them throughout the closure.

Several other districts in California and across the country have made similar choices,
including Santa Clara County, Carmel Unified School District, the state of Ohio, and the state
of Maryland.

While we recognize this decision will pose challenges and hardships to many families in our
county, the most effective way to slow and disrupt the transmission of this pandemic is by



implementing social distancing practices. During the time of the school closure we are asking
that students and families follow the County’s Public Health Officer’s directive to stay home
and minimize social contact to the extent possible. Protecting public health requires a
community-wide response, and we will need the help of families to help remain united in our
response. While children have not been shown to be a high-risk group for serious illness from
COVID-19, they are still able to transmit the virus to populations who are most vulnerable to
serious illness, such as older adults and those with compromised immune systems. Please
encourage students to avoid large public gatherings such as malls, movie theaters, and other
spaces, especially those that are indoors.

We understand that implementing these changes with such limited notice is challenging and
disruptive, and we appreciate your patience and cooperation. We are grateful to community
members throughout our county for their tremendous efforts during these challenging times.

This is a dynamic situation where information and circumstances can evolve quickly. For the
latest updates, visit the Centers for Disease Control 2019 novel coronavirus website at:
https://www.cdc.gov/COVID19. The San Benito County Office of Education continues to
update its web page at https://www.sbcoe.org/. For local information, residents may visit
www.sanbenito211.org/coronavirus, call 211 or text “coronavirus” to 211211.

Sincerely,

Krystal Lomanto, County Superintendent of Schools

Michele Huntoon, Aromas San Juan Unified School District Superintendent

Candace Brewen, Bitterwater-Tully Elementary School District Superintendent/Principal
Nancy MacLean, Cienega Elementary School District Principal/Teacher

Kevin Sved, Navigator Charter School Chief Executive Officer

Diego Ochoa, Hollister School District Superintendent

Elizabeth Volmer, Jefferson Elementary School District Superintendent/Principal
Jennifer Bernosky, North County Joint Union School District Superintendent/Principal
Amanda McCraw, Panoche Elementary School District Principal/Teacher

Shawn Tennenbaum, San Benito High School Superintendent

John Schilling, Southside Elementary School District Superintendent/Principal

Bronson Mendes-Lobue, Tres Pinos Elementary School District Superintendent/Principal
Linda Smith, Willow Grove Elementary School District


https://www.cdc.gov/COVID19
https://www.sbcoe.org/
http://www.sanbenito211.org/coronavirus

San Benito County Office of Education

Krystal Lomanto, County Superintendent of Schools

460 Fifth Street | Hollister, California 95023 | 831. 637.5393 | FAX 831. 637.0140

Fecha: 13 de marzo de 2020
Para: Familias del Condado de San Benito

Re: Cierre de la Escuela del Condado de san Benito del 16 — 20 de marzo de 2020

Estimados Familias del Condado de San Benito County,

La seguridad y el bienestar de los estudiantes, las familias y el personal escolar son las
prioridades mas altas de todas las escuelas y distritos del Condado de San Benito. Esta
mafiana, recibimos una notificacion de un caso confirmado de COVID-19 en el Condado de
San Benito. Antes de mas casos COVID-19 gue se prevé que sigan, los Superintendentes del
Distrito Escolar y la Oficina de Educacion del Condado de San Benito han decidido
concurrencia con la Agencia de Servicios de Salud del Condado de San Benito "descartar" a
los estudiantes de asistir lunes, 16 de marzo hasta el viernes 20 de marzo de 2020. Un
despido indica que los maestros y el personal seguirdn reportando para el servicio en el
campus, mientras que todos los estudiantes no estaran en el campus, para ningin propdésito.
Este despido incluye escuelas en el condado de San Benito para la semana del 16 al 20 de
marzo. Seguiremos evaluando la situacion para determinar si sera necesaria una prorroga de
los cierres de escuelas mas alla del 20 de marzo. Las familias seran notificadas no més tarde
del miércoles 18 de marzo a las 5pm con la informacién mas reciente. El Dr. Martin
Fenstersheib, Oficial de Salud Publica del Condado de San Benito, informd que si bien el
namero de casos en nuestro condado sigue siendo pequefio en este momento, la Division de
Salud Publica del Condado de San Benito espera que esas cifras crezcan significativamente
en los proximos dias y semanas que puede requerir una respuesta continua.

El despido escolar brindara a nuestro personal escolar la oportunidad de preparar materiales
y recursos en caso de que se consideren cierres adicionales. Los distritos enviaran
informacion a sus familias sobre los servicios y recursos vitales que nuestras escuelas ofrecen
a nuestra comunidad, incluidos, entre otros, programas de comidas gratuitas y reducidas. Las
escuelas se pondran en contacto con las familias de inmediato sobre los servicios disponibles
para ellos durante el cierre.

Varios otros distritos en California y en todo el pais han tomado decisiones similares,



incluyendo el Condado de Santa Clara, el Distrito Escolar Unificado de Carmel, el estado de
Ohio y el estado de Maryland.

Si bien reconocemos que esta decision planteara desafios y dificultades para muchas familias
en nuestro condado, la manera més efectiva de frenar y interrumpir la transmision de esta
pandemia es mediante la implementacion de practicas de distanciamiento social. Durante el
tiempo del cierre de la escuela, estamos pidiendo que los estudiantes y las familias sigan la
directiva del Oficial de Salud Publica del Condado para quedarse en casa y minimizar el
contacto social en la medida de lo posible. La proteccion de la salud publica requiere una
respuesta en toda la comunidad, y necesitaremos la ayuda de las familias para ayudar a
permanecer unidas en nuestra respuesta. Si bien no se ha demostrado que los nifios sean un
grupo de alto riesgo de enfermedades graves por parte de COVID-19, todavia pueden
transmitir el virus a las poblaciones mas vulnerables a enfermedades graves, como los adultos
mayores y las personas con sistemas inmunitarios comprometidos. Por favor, anime a los
estudiantes a evitar grandes reuniones publicas como centros comerciales, cines y otros
espacios, especialmente aquellos que estan en el interior.

Entendemos que la implementacién de estos cambios con un aviso tan limitado es dificil y
disruptiva, y apreciamos su paciencia y cooperacién. Estamos agradecidos a los miembros
de la comunidad en todo nuestro condado por sus enormes esfuerzos durante estos tiempos
dificiles.

Esta es una situacion dinamica en la que la informacién y las circunstancias pueden
evolucionar rapidamente. Para obtener las Ultimas actualizaciones, visite el sitio web de los
Centros para el Control de Enfermedades 2019 en: https://www.cdc.gov/COVID19. La Oficina
de Educacién del Condado de San Benito continla actualizando su pagina web en
https://www.sbcoe.org/. Para obtener informacién local, los residentes pueden visitar
www.sanbenito211.org/coronavirus, llamar al 211 o enviar un mensaje de texto con
"coronavirus" al 211211.

Sincerely,

Krystal Lomanto, County Superintendent of Schools

Michele Huntoon, Aromas San Juan Unified School District Superintendent

Candace Brewen, Bitterwater-Tully Elementary School District Superintendent/Principal
Nancy MacLean, Cienega Elementary School District Principal/Teacher

Diego Ochoa, Hollister School District Superintendent

Elizabeth Volmer, Jefferson Elementary School District Superintendent/Principal

Kevin Sved, Navigator Charter School Chief Executive Officer

Jennifer Bernosky, North County Joint Union School District Superintendent/Principal
Amanda McCraw, Panoche Elementary School District Principal/Teacher

Shawn Tennenbaum, San Benito High School Superintendent

John Schilling, Southside Elementary School District Superintendent/Principal

Bronson Mendes-Lobue, Tres Pinos Elementary School District Superintendent/Principal
Linda Smith, Willow Grove Elementary School District


https://www.cdc.gov/COVID19
https://www.sbcoe.org/
http://www.sanbenito211.org/coronavirus

